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IP IN THE BIBLE, BUT SPRINKLE, 


Pour. 
(171) 


THE SPRINKLER. 


“So shall he sprinkle many nations.” (Isaiah lii.15.) “Then 
will I sprinkle clean water upon you.” (Ezek. xxxvi. 25.) “For 
when Moses had spoken every precept to all the people according 
to the law, he took the blood of calves and of goats, with water, 
and scarlet wool, and hyssop, and sprinkled both the book and all 
the people.” (Heb. ix. 19.) That all of the above texts refer to 
the mode of baptism is clear to my mind, and as our Campbell- 
ite friends have founded their immersion on supposition and not 
on Scripture, it is hoped that this little Sprinkler will set aside 
the unscriptural dip and establish in the mind of the reader the 
true Bible mode of baptism—sprinkiE. Carefully read and in- 
wardly digest the contents of the Sprinkler, and if you derive any 

benefit therefrom, the author will be amply repaid for the labor 
bestowed on this little messenger. _ 
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INTRODUCTION. 


Tuar pouring or sprinkling water upon the subjects in every 
case of baptism recorded in the Bible would have been exactly 
convenient without adding to or taking from the Bible account 
one word, syllable, or letter will hardly be denied. That in the ma- 
jority of baptisms recorded in the word of God immersion would 
have been altogether inconvenient, and in some cases impossible, 
unless we suppose something which the Bible does not say, will 
not likely be denied except by immersionists. That sprinkle and 
pour are used in the Bible in reference to baptism few honest 
Bible readers will deny. That immerse or dip is ever used in the 


Bible with reference to baptism no one can prove. “Give us — 


chapter and verse for sprinkle and pour having reference to bap- 
tism,” you say. “Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you.” 
(Ezek. xxxvi. 25.) Was not this prophecy fulfilled in the baptism 
of the three thousand at Pentecost as shown in this pamphlet? 
Tf not, tell us when and where it was fulfilled. “I will pour out 
my spirit upon all flesh.” (Joel ii. 28; Acts ii. 17.) Was not this 
spoken in reference to the mode of Holy Ghost baptism? Tf not, 
to what didit refer? Reader, “inquire within,” and I think you 
will find clear Bible proof that sprinkle, pour, is the scriptural 
mode of baptism, and that the best that can be done to prove 
immersion must be done by supposition, and not by Scripture. 
Tue AUTHOR. 
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CHAPTER V. 


Toe SPRINKLER. 


Campbellite. Brother Methodist, I am glad to meet 
you, and I hope we can spend an hour profitably talk- 
ing on the mode of baptism. I have many things 
to say to you on that subject. 

Methodist. Yes, sir; if you say much to me, I sup- 
pose you will have something to say about baptism, 
for that is what you Campbellites generally talk 
about; but say on, I will hear you. 

Campbellite. Well, sir, what I want to say to you is 
this: It seems so strange to me that you Methodists 
should oppose us so strongly on the mode of baptism, 
when we do and teach on this subject just as Christ, 
John the Baptist, the apostles, and the early Christians 
did and taught. We baptize just as John baptized 
Christ, and just asthe apostles baptized. We observe 
every item connected with the baptisms recorded in 
the New Testament, just as they were observed by John, 
Jesus, and the apostles. Now why do you oppose us? 

Methodist. We oppose you because you are in one 
respect like the Pharisees: “ you say, and do not.” I 
know that you proclaim to the world that you baptize 
just as Jesus was baptized and just as the apostles 
- baptized, observing every point connected with bap- 
tism just as they occurred in connection with the New 
Testament baptisms, but you do not. 

Campbellite. Will you please show me any thing con- 
nected with Christ’s baptism that we do not observe? 
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Methodist. I will. Let me number the items where- 
in Campbellite baptisms differ from Christ’s baptism. 
(1) “Then cometh Jesus . . . unto John, to be 
baptized of him.” (Matt. iii. 13.) Do Campbellite 
preachers wait for people to come to them to be bap- 
tized ? 

Campbellite. No, b-u-t— 

Methodist. Hold a moment! Don’t you run after 
them, even after members of other Churches, and urge 
them to let you baptize them? 

Campbellite. I don’t wish to answer that question. 

Methodist. (2) “ But John forbade him.” ( Verse 
14.) Did you ever know a Campbellite preacher to 
forbid any one who came to be baptized of him?” 

Campbellite. No, sir. 

Methodist. (3) Jesus came to John without faith, for 
he “knew all things.” Do you baptize people who 
have no faith? 

Campbellite. Of course not. 

Methodist. (4) Christ came to John without repent- 
ance, for he “knew no sin.” Do you baptize impeni- 
tent persons? 

Campbellite. No, sir. 

Methodist. (5) Jesus made no confession, for he had 
no sins to confess. Do you baptize people who make 
no confession ? : 

Campbellite. Of course not. 

Methodist. (6) Christ was perfectly pure; no sin, no 
guile, no condemnation was upon him. Do you not 
publish to the world that you would not for your right 
arm baptize a pure, holy person who had never sinned? 

Campbellite. Certainly we do. 

Methodist. (7) When Jesus was baptized “ Lo, the 
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heavens were opened unto him.” (Verse 16.) Did 
you ever know such a thing to occur at a Campbellite 
baptism ? 

Campbellite. You know that was a miracle, and why 
do you talk such foolishness? 

Methodist. You may call it foolishness if you please, 
but you have boasted so loud and so long about doing 
just like Christ and his apostles did that I have made 
up my mind to show the world just how far you miss 
it. Now for the eighth point: “And he saw the Spirit 
of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon 
him.” (Verse 16.) Any thing like that at your 
baptisms? ; 

Campbellite. No, sir. 

Methodist. (9) “And lo a voice from heaven, saying, 
This is my beloved Son, in whom Iam well pleased.” 
(Verse 17.) Did you ever hear a voice from heaven 
at a Campbellite baptism ? 

Campbellite. No, sir ; that was in the days of mira- 
eles, and I think it is foolish for you to ask such 
questions. 

Methodist. But did it ever occur to you that the 
baptism of Jesus and all the baptisms recorded in 
the New Testament occurred in the days of miracles 
—yea, and every word of the Old and New Testaments 
was written in the days of miracles ; but you Campbell- 
ites have a very convenient arrangement. You pro- 
claim to the world, ‘Come, behold a people who 
preach the old apostolic gospel, a people who do and 
teach just as Jesus and his apostles taught and did. 
Come, join us and be like the early Christians; ” and 
when we begin to show you many points of difference 
you ery out, “ Foolishness! foolishness! days of mir- 
12 
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acles! days of miracles!” But let me call your at- 
tention to the tenth point: “And Jesus himself began 
to be about thirty years of age.” (Luke iii. 23.) Do 
you require your subjects for baptism to wait till they 
are about thirty years of age before you baptize them? 

Campbellite. No, sir; we baptize them as soon as 
they commit sin, and believe, repent, confess, regardless 
of age. 

Methodist. And yet you do just like Christ did (?). 
Now I have shown you ten points of difference be- 
tween the baptism of Christ and Campbellite baptism; 
will you please show me one point of agreem2nt? 

Campbellite. O yes! “And Jesus, when he was bap- 
’ tized, went up straightway out of the water.’ (Matt. iii. 
16.) This shows beyond a doubt that Jesus was im- 
mersed, and that is just like we do; we alw1ys im- 
merse because Jesus was immersed. 

Methodist. That is, you suppose he was immersed ; 
the Bible does not say he was. But the ten points of 
disagreement amount to nothing if you can find one 
point of agreement, and that point based on eupposi- 
tion! Do you think that John baptized Jesus by the 
same mode by which he baptized all the people? 

Campbellite. Of course he did; John immerged all 
he baptized, for nothing is baptism but immergion. 

Methodist. Then we will see if we can learn from 
the Bible just how John did baptize. Moses said: 
“The Lord thy God will raise up unto thee a Pr \phet 
from the midst of thee, of thy brethren, like unto 
me; unto him ye shall hearken.” (Deut. xviii 15.) 
Also, in verse 18, God said: “I will raise them up a 
Prophet from among their brethren, like unto hee.” 
Now do you think this prophet was to be like unto. 
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Moses in personal appearance, or was he to preach the 
law and administer the ordinances of the Church after 
the manner of Moses? 

Campbellite. Of course it would be of no importance 
that he should be like unto Moses in personal appear- 
ance. No one would contend for that, I suppose. 

Methodist. The Jews were on the watch for “that 
prophet” who would preach and administer the ordi- 
nances of the Church as Moses did, and when John 
the Baptist began his public ministry he attracted the 
attention of the scribes and Pharisees, because he did 
so much like Moses they thought he must be “ that 
prophet;” so they “sent priests and Levites from Je- 
rusalem to ask him, Who art thou?” (John i. 19.) 
“And they asked him, Art thou Elias? And he 
saith, I am not. Art thou that Prophet? And he 
answered, No.” (Verse 21.) “And they asked him, 
and said unto him, WHY BAPTIZETH THOU THEN, 7f 
thou be not that Christ, nor Elias, neither that Prophet?” 
(Verse 25.) Here it is plain that the point of simi- 
larity between John’s work and the work of Moses was 
his baptism, for the priests and Levites were particu- 
larly impressed with this point of similarity, hence 
they asked: “ WHY BAPTIZEST THOU THEN?” 

Campbellite. Just so; but what does that prove in 
regard to the mode of baptism practiced by John? 

Methodist. Just this: Paul tells just how Moses bap- 
tized. Turn to Hebrews ix. 19: “ For when Moses had 
spoken every precept to all the people according to 
the law, he took the blood of calves and of goats, with 
water, and scarlet wool, and hyssop, AND SPRINKLED 
BOTH THE BOOK AND ALL THE PEOPLE.” This 
settles the question as to the mode of baptism prac- 
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ticed by Moses. Hz sPRINKLED ALL THE PEOPLE, 
thus baptizing them with water; so when John came 
baptizing with water, for John answered them, saying, 
“T BAPTIZE WITH WATER” (John i. 26), his baptism 
so exactly agreed with Moses sprinkling all the people 
that it is easy to see why the priests and Levites took 
him for that prophet who should be like unto Moses. 
And when we consider that Moses and John lived un- 
der the same dispensation, that Moses sprinkled all the 
people, and that John baptized WITH WATER, it is clear 
that he did not immerse Jesus, but SPRINKLED THE 
WATER UPON HIM like Moses sprinkled all the people. 

Campbellite. I fail to see your point, for when Moses 
spoke of that prophet who was to be like unto him- 
he did not have reference to John the Baptist, but to 
Christ. 

_ Methodist. That does not affect the question, for 
John and Jesus surely baptized by the same mode, 
for ‘Jesus made and baptized more disciples than 
John, (though Jesus himself baptized not, but his dis- 
ciples.)” (John iv.1,2.) That is, the disciples bap- 
tized under the immediate supervision of Jesus, and of 
course by the same mode by which Moses and John 
baptized—that is, sprinkled water upon all the people— 
and this shows us that the apostles did not immerse. 

Campbellite. I do not exactly see your point, but 
you have shown ten points of difference between 
Christ’s baptism and our baptism ; is there any other 
difference? _ ; 

Methodist. Yes, sir, in the design of baptism; you 
teach that water baptism is for (in order to) the re- 
mission of sins. Jesus was not baptized for the re- 
mission of sins, was he? 
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Campbellite. No, sir; and to tell you the truth, it 
has never been very clear to my mind what he was 
baptized for. 

Methodist. That is an honest confession, and now 
you see I have shown you eleven points of difference 
between Christ’s baptism and Campbellite baptism, 
and you have only tried to»show one point of agree- 
ment, and that was based upon a supposition, and I 
have shown you by “thus saith the Lord” that your 
supposition is wrong; that Jesus was not immersed; 
that John and the apostles did not immerse. 

Campbellite. We will leave the baptism of Jesus, 
if you please; but I am sure, if we turn to the second 
chapter of Acts, we will find that the three thousand 
were immersed on the day of Pentecost. 

Methodist. Very well; we will see how many points 
of agreement we can find between the baptism at 
Pentecost and Campbellite baptism. (1) “The num- 
_ber of the names together were about a hundred 
and twenty.” (Actsi. 15.) Do you have just a hun- 
dred and twenty disciples together preparatory to 
baptism ? 

Campbellite. O no! that is not essential. 

Methodist. Is it not common for you Campbellites 
to ery publicly: “The Methodists are always talking 
_ about things in the Bible that are non-essential to sal- 
vation. We know no non-essentials in God’s word ; 
every thing inthe Bible is essential, or God would not 
have put it there;” and here you say is something 
“not essential.” But we will notice the second point: 
“ They were all with one accord in one place.” (Acts ii. 
1.) Are you Campbellites all of one accord? are you 
in love and harmony among yourselves? 
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Campbellite. Not exactly; we have considerable dif- 
ference of opinion about organs in churches, mission- 
ary societies, etc., and bad feelings often arise, and 
even split the Church in some places. - 

Methodist. That is bad indeed; but (3) “And sud- 
denly there came a sound from heaven.” (Verse 2.) 
Do you hear a sound from heaven Prete to bap- 
tism ? 

Campbellite. Of course not; that was a miracle. 

Methodist. (4) That sound was “as of a rushing 
mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they 
were sitting.” (Verse 2.) The like of that never 
occurs in an assembly of Campbellite elders just 
before they baptize the people, does 7 

Campbellite. No, sir. 

Methodist. (5) “And there appeared unto them clo- 
ven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of 
them.” (Verse 3.) Any thing like that ever occu> 
with Campbellite elders? 

Campbellite. Certainly not; that was a miracle. 

Methodist. (6) “And they were all filled with the 
Holy Ghost.” (Verse 4.) Are you filled with the 
Holy Ghost before baptizing people? 

Campbellite. O no; that was another miracle. 

Methodist. (7) “And began to speak with other 
tongues.” (Verse 4.) Do your elders speak with 
other tongues? : 

Campbellite. No, sir; of course not. 

Methodist. (8) They began to speak, not whe Baey 
had learned, but “as the Spirit gave them utterance.” 
(Verse 4.) Does the Spirit ever fill your elders and 
give them utterance? 

Campbellite. That was in the days of miracles. 
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Methodist. (9) Such was the joy and speech of the 
disciples that some supposed them to be “full of 
new wine.” (Verse 13.) Do your elders ever get 
enough of the Holy Ghost in them to cause them to 
act as the apostles did on this occasion? 

Campbellite. Well, we are getting so now that some 
of our more excitable members shout a little occasion- 
ally, but we regard that as more the result of excite- 
ment than a result of the Holy Ghost in them. 

Methodist. (10) In Peter’s sermon at Pentecost, 
before he said one word about baptism, the people were 
“oricked in their heart,” and said: “ Men and brethren, 
what shall we do?” (Verse 37.) Did you ever see 
just such an occurrence under a Campbellite sermon? 

Campbellite. I cannot say that I ever did. 

Methodist. (11) When Peter told them to “be bap- 
tized for the remission of sins,” he added, “and ye 
shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.” (Verse 
38.) Do your elders always promise the “gift of the 
Holy Ghost” to those whom they baptize? 

Campbellite. No, sir; and really I do not know that 
we are very well settled in our minds as to just what 
the gift of the Holy Ghost is. Most of us think it 
was confined to the apostolic age, or days of miracles. 

Methodist. Now, we have seen eleven points of dif-. 
— ference between things connected with the baptism 
of the three thousand at Pentecost and Campbellite 
baptisms, and many of these points you utterly refuse 
_to claim now, and there is not one of those points 
which you hold as essential to a scriptural baptism 
now; yet you continue to tell the people: “ We do in 
all things just as Christ and his apostles did. The 
Bible is our creed: we go by it to the letter.’ Now 
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please tell me just what was connected with the bap- 
tism of the three thousand at Pentecost that any 
agrees with Campbellite baptism. 

Campbellite. Why, the three thousand were im- 
mersed, and we practice immersion. That’s the point 
of agreement. 

Methodist,, Then you think nothing connected with 
the Pentecost baptisms is essential now but the mode. 

Campbellite. Well, we know they were immersed, and 
we immerse. 

Methodist. But let me show you how much you are 
mistaken about that. Let us read a propheey which 
is recorded in Ezekiel xxxvi. 24-27. This prophecy 
was made to the Jews. God said to them: “For I 
will take you from among the heathen, and gather you 
out of all countries, and will bring you into your own 
land. (Verse 24.) Now, what was the Jews own land? 
and when was this prophecy fulfilled ? 

Campbellite. The land of Judea was the Jews’ own 
land, but I do not know when this prophecy was ful- 
filled. 

Methodist. Let us see if we cannot find its fulfill- 
ment in the second chapter of Acts, where it is plain- 
ly stated that “there were dwelling at Jerusalem 
Jews, devout men, out of every nation under heaven.” _ 
(Acts 1.5.) The land of Judea was the Jews’ own 
land, you say, and to this allagree. Now, here is the 
fulfillment of that prophecy—the Jews were to be 
taken out of all lands and brought into their own land. 
Now here they are on the day of Pentecost, “out of 
every nation under heaven”’—in their own land. Does 
not this look like the fulfillment of that prophecy? 

Campbellite. 1 must confess that it does. 
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Methodist. Then let us take the next verse in the 
prophecy: “ Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, 
and ye shall be clean.” . (Verse 25.) Remember, this 
clean water was to be sprinkled upon them when they 
came into their own land. Now let us turn to Acts ii. 
41, and see the fulfillment of this point in the proph- 
ecy: ‘Then they that gladly received his word WERE 
BAPTIZED.” “ Sprinkled clean water ’—“ were baptized.” 
That looks like the fulfillment of that prophecy, does 
it not? 

Campbellite. W-e-l-1, it may look so to you, but it is 
not so plain to me. Are there any other points in the 
prophecy that were fulfilled at Pentecost? 

Methodist. Yes, sir. In verse 26 of the prophecy 
we read, “And a new spirit will I put within you;”’ 
and in Acts ii. 4 we read, “And they were all filled . 
with the Holy Ghost.” Also, in verse 38, Peter said to 
all who would be baptized: “And ye shall receive the 
gift of the Holy Ghost.” Again in the prophecy 
(verse 27) we read, “And ye shall keep my judgments, 
and do them;” and in the fulfillment (Acts ii. 42 ) we 
read, “And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ 
doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and 
in prayers.” Now, I have given you the four impor- 
tant points in the prophecy, and their fulfillment at 
Pentecost, and it is clearly shown that the three thou- 
sand were not dipped into the water, but CLEAN WATER 
WAS SPRINKLED UPON THEM. Is not that plain enough? 
Were the three thousand immersed? 

Campbellite. Somehow I can’t now think of the 
chapter and verse by which we prove they were im- 
_mersed, but can you tell me why it is so definitely 
stated that clean water should be sprinkled upon them? 
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Methodist. The shedding forth of clean water upon 
those who are baptized is a picture of the shedding 
forth of the Holy Ghost upon those who are cleansed 
from sin by the “ washing of regeneration, and renew- 
ing of the Holy Ghost; which he shed on us abun- 
dantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour.” ( Tit. 111. 5, 
6.) Now asthe baptismal water is a type or picture of 
the Holy Ghost, it must be clean water, so you see the 
exceeding unfitness of dipping a person into vee? 
water for baptism. 

Campbellite. I believe I am willing to dismiss this 
ease now, if you please. 

Methodist. Of course, then, you agree that the cir- 
cumstances connected with the baptism of the three 
thousand at Pentecost do not agree with Campbellite 
_ baptisms. 

Campbellite. 1 am not prepared to say just what I 
believe about that now, but if it suits you we will take 
up the baptism of the Samaritans, recorded in the 
eighth chapter of Acts. I am very sure they were 
immersed. 

Methodist. We have seen that Jesus was not im- 
mersed, and that the three thousand at Pentecost were 
not immersed, and at your request we will notice the 
baptism of the Samaritans. Now if we stick to the 
written word, you will see that there is but one way 
for you to get immersion out of this case, and that is 
you will just swppose the Samaritans were immersed, 
for the record does not even intimate that they were. 
We will notice the points connected with the case in 
order, and see how many of them will suit Campbell- 
ite baptism. (1) When Philip preached in Samaria 
“unelean spirits, crying with loud voice, came out of 
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taany that were possessed with them.” (Acts viii. 7.) 
Did you ever know a thing of that kind to precede a 
Campbellite baptism ? 
Campbellite. No, sir; that was a miracle. 
Methodist. (2) “And many taken with palsies’. . . 
*were healed.” (Verse 7.) Does that suit Campbell- 


ism ? 
Campbellite. No. 
Methodist. (3) “And many . . . that were lame 


were healed.” (Verse 7. ) 

Campbellite. All that was in the days of miracles. 

‘Methodist. (4) When Simon was baptized “ he con- 
tinued with Philip, and wondered, beholdivg the mir- 
acles and signs which were done.”. (Verse 13.) Does 
that suit Campbellite baptism? 

Campbellite. No; we would ridicule such a thing. 

og Methodist. (5) After the people had been baptized 
the apostles at Jerusalem “ sent unto them Peter and 
John.” (Verse 14.) Do you Campbellites acknowl- 
edge the right of any body of ministers to send 
preachers where they choose to send them? 

Campbellite. No, sir; that is the Methodist way. 

Methodist. (6) When Peter and John reached Sama- 
ria they “prayed for them, that they might receive the 
Holy Ghost.” (Verse 15.) Do you send ministers to 
pray for those whom you have immersed, that they 
might receive the Holy Ghost? 

Campbellite. No; nonsense! 

Methodist. (7) “ For as yet he was fallen upon 
none of them.” (Verse 16.) Do you teach that it is 
necessary for the Holy Ghost to fall upon those whom 
you have baptized? 

Campbellite. No; sins are pardoned in the act of 
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immersion, and that is all there is of it; no miracles 
now. , 
Methodist. (8) “Then laid they their hands on them, 
and they received the Holy Ghost.” (VYerse17.) Is this 
done’to those whom you baptize, and do they receive 
the Holy Ghost through the laying on of hands? 
Campbellite. No; that was in the days of miracles. 
Methodist. But you must remember that you ars 
always telling the world that you do and teach just as 
Jeeus and his apostles did and taught; now, I have 
given you a few things which the Bible says were 
connected with the baptism of the Samaritans, and 
you will not have them; but you contend for what the 
Bible does not say. You claim that the Samaritans 
were immersed, and the- Bible does not say any such 
thing. So you reject what the Bible does say, and 
contend earnestly for what it does not say. Yea, you 
make immersion essential to salvation, and the Bible 
does not say one word about immersion. Come, brother, 
just open your eyes one moment, and see how incon- 
sistent you are, and quit being so cross with us Meth- 
odists because we cannot agree that you are right in 
contending for immersion when the Bible is perfectly 
silent—yea, silent as death about immersion. 
Campbellite. Well, we will take the baptism of the 
eunuch, if you please, for I am sure he was immersed. 
Methodist. Very well; we will look at a few things 
connected with the eunuch’s baptism, and see how they 
accord with your way of baptizing. (1) “And the 
angel of the Lord spake unto Philip, saying, Arise, 
and go toward the South, unto the way that goeth 
down from Jerusalem unto Gaza, which is desert.” 
(Acts viii. 26.) Do angels ever speak te Campbellite 
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preachers, telling them where to go to baptize some 
one? 

Campbellite. Foolishness! foolishness! That was in 
the days of miracles. 

Methodist. God does -not even call Campbellite 
preachers to preach, I believe. 

Campbellite. W-e-1-1, no. 

Methodist. (2) When Philip came to where the 
eunuch was he found him reading the book of “ Esaias 
the prophet.” (Verse 28.) Now, if Philip had been 
a Campbellite preacher, would he not have told the 
eunuch that he never could learn what to do to be’ 
saved by reading that book; that he must read the 
“Acts? ” 

Campbellite. Of course sinners must read the Acts 
to learn what to do to be saved. Esaias belonged to 
the Jewish dispensation. 

Methodist. (3) “Then the Spirit said unto Philip, Go 
near, and join thyself to this chariot.” (Verse 29.) 
Does the Spirit ever speak to you? 

Campbellite. Never, only through the written word. 

-Methodist. (4) ‘‘The eunuch said, See, here is water; 
what doth hinder me to be baptized?” (Verse 36.) 
Do you wait for sinners to call for baptisin? 

Campbellite. No; I urge all sinners to be baptized 
_ for the remission of sins. 

Methodist. But the record does not show that Philip 
said one word to the eunuch about baptism till the eu- 
nuch called for it. But (5) there is not one word said 
about. immersion in connection with the Scripture the 
eunuch was reading, but just seven verses from where 
he was reading, it is written: “So shall he sprinkle 
many nations.” (Isa. lii. 15.) But you think the eu- 
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nuch was immersed. Well, the record says sprinkle, 
and you say immerse. How is that? You go a the 
Bible, you say. 

Campbellite. Why certainly the eunuch was im- 
mersed, for “they went down both INTO THE WATER, 
both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him.” 
(Acts vill. 38.) That settles the mode beyond a doubt. 
The eunuch certainly was immersed. Why did they go 
down into the water if not to immerse? 

Methodist. The book says “he baptized him,” so this 
was what they went down into the water for, but by what 
‘mode? . ergs 

Campbellite. By immersion, of course; the record 
clearly shows this. 

Methodist. Then I will give you a similar statement, 
and get you to tell me just how Benaiah slew the lion. 
He “went down also and slew a lion in the midst of a pit 
in time of snow.” (2 Sam. xxiii. 20.) Now notice 
carefully these important points. 1. “ He went down.” 
2. “ He slew alion.” 3. “Inthemidstofa pit.” 4. “In 
time of a snow.” Now with these points before you, 
of course you can tell me just how Benaiah slew that 
lion. Did he strangle him, beat him with a club, stab 
him with a spear, or did he kill him in some other 
way? 

Campbellite. I am sure I cannot tell you how he 
slew him, for the word does not say how; it only states 
where he slew him, and how could any one tell how he 
slew him if he goes by the record alone? 

Methodist. Just like you Campbellites tell that the 
eunuch was immersed: you just suppose he was, when 
the word comes just as near telling just how Benaiah 
slew that lion as it does telling that the eunuch was 
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immersed. All you could do toward telling ow the 
lion was slain would be a mere guess, but suppose 
just seven verses from this account we should find this 
statement, “So shall he spew many lions,’ do you 
think any one would doubt that Benaiah slew that 
lion with a spear? 

Campbellite. W-e-]-], I suppose not. 

Methodist. Does it not occur to you as a little strange 
that you Campbellites can tell to a certainty that the 
eunuch was /mimersed, and when you read the account 
of Benaiah slaying the lion, in which it is just as 
plainly stated how he slew the lion as it is in the 
eighth of Acts that the eunuch was #mimersed, and you 
ean tell eractly and without a doubt, that the eunuch 
was immersed, but you cannot tell one thing about 
how that lion was slain? 

Campbellite. We will dismiss the eunuch’s case, if 
you please, 

Methodist. Not yet. Let me give you the sixth 
point. After the eunuch was baptized “the Spirit 
of the Lord caught away Philip, that the eunuch saw 
him no more.” (Acts viii. 39.) Did you ever know 
such an occurrence in counection with a Campbellite 
baptism ? 

Campbellite. O£ course not. Why do you ask so 
many foolish questions? 

_ Methodist. You constantly urge sinners and mem- 
bers of other Churches to join you on the Bible, 
and I want to show the world just how much of the 
Bible you stand on, and that immersion, on which you 
are so firmly planted, is not in the Bible; so it turns‘out 
that you fight harder for what is not in the Lible than 
you do for some things which are-in it. But as yon 
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seem to be tired of the eunuch’s case, we will take up 
Saul’s baptism if it suits you. 

Campbellite. Suppose we skip Saul’s baptism, as 
that is rather difficult for us Campbellites to manage. 

Methodist. O no; you go by the Bible, and Saul’s 
baptism is recorded in the Bible, so we will examine 
. it. And (1) “As he journeyed, he came near Da- 
mascus: and suddenly there shined round about him 
a light from heaven.” (Acts ix. 3.) Nothing of this 
kind ever precedes your baptisms, I believe. 

Campbellite. No, sir. 

Methodist. (2) “And he fell to the earth.” (Verse 
4.) Do your subjects for baptism fall on their faces 
preparatory to baptism? 

Campbellite. No; that would look too much like a 
Methodist mourners’ bench, and you know how we ~ 
ridicule such as that. ; 

Methodist. (3) And he “ heard a voice saying unto 
him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me?” (Verse 
4.) Did you ever know such an occurrence in con- 
nection with a Campbellite baptism? 

Campbellite. No; that was a miracle. 

Methodist. (4) “And the Lord said, I. am Jesus 
whom thou persecutest.” (Verse 5.) God never 
speaks to your subjects, I believe. 

Campbellite. No, sir. 

Methodist. (5) Saul said to the Lord: “ Lord, what 
wilt thou have me to do.” (Verse 6.) You don’t 
teach your subjects to pray, I believe. 

Campbellite. W-e-1-1, we are softening a little on that 
point lately. 

Methodist. (6) “And the Lord said unto him, Arise, 
and go into the city, and it shall be told thee what 
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thou. must do.” (Verse 6.) You teach that God 
- does not hear and answer the prayer of an wnimmersed 
sinner, do you not? 

Campbellite. W-e-1-l, yes. 

Methodist. (7) “And the men which journeyed with 
him stood speechless, hearing a voice, but seeing no 
man.” (Verse 7.) How would that suit Campbellism ? 

Campbellite. Not at all; that was in the days of mir- 
acles. 

Methodist. (8) “And he was three days without 
sight, and neither did eat nor drink.” (Verse 9.) 
How would that suit you? 

Campbellite. That does not suit us at all in the pres- 
ent day. — 

Methodist. (9) “And there was a certain disciple at 
. Damascus, named Ananias; and to him said the Lord 
mavision. . . Arise, and go into the street which 
is called Straight, and inquire in the house of Judas 
for one called Saul, of Tarsus.” (Verses 10, 11.) 
Does the Lord ever speak to you in a@ vision, telling 
you where to go and who to call for? 

Campbellite. No; that was a miracle. 

Methodist. (10) “For behold he prayeth,” but as you 
are softening in regard to sinners praying, we will take 
the eleventh point. Saul had “seen in a vision’a man 
- named Ananias coming in, and putting his hand on 
him, that he might receive his sight.” (Verse 12.) 
Your subjects see no visions, I believe. 

Campbellite. No, sir; that was another miracle. 

_ Methodist. (12) Ananias feared to go, “but the 
Lord said unto him, Go thy way: for he is a chosen ves- 
-sel unto me, to bear my name before the Gentiles, and 
kings, and the children of Israel.” (Verse 15.) God 
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does not choose Campbellite preachers before they are 
immersed, I believe; and he does not call them to 
preach even after they are immersed, I believe. 

Campbellite. You know we do not believe in a di- 
vine ‘call to the ministry: that is too much like the 
Methodists. 

Methodist. (18) When Ananias entered into the 
house where Saul was, he put his hands on him, and 
said: “ Brother Saul.” (Verse 17.) Do you call un- 
immersed sinners brother? 

Campbellite. It is not our custom to call even the sects 
brother, but we are coming a little on that now; some 
of us call the sects brother, but I doubt its being right. 

Methodist. (14) Ananias said to Saul: “The Lord, 
even Jesus, . . . hath sent me, that thou mightest 
receive thy sight, and be FILLED WITH THE HOLY - 
cHosT.” (Verse 17.) Did you ever tell a penitent 
sinner that the Lord had sent you to him? 

Campbellite. No, sir. 

Methodist. Did you ever tell a sinner that God had 
sent you to him, “that he might be filled with the Holy 
Ghost?” 

Campbellite. No; that was in the days of miracles. 

Methodist, (15) “And immediately there fell from 
his eyes as it had been scales.” (Verse 18.) You 
never saw any thing like that, did you? 

Campbellite. No, sir. 

Methodist. (16) “And he received ‘sight forthwith, 
and AROSE, and was baptized.” (Verse 18.) Campbell- 
ite subjects always Liz powwN and are immersed, I be- 
lieve. 

Campbellite. W-e-1-1 o- f ¢-0-U-r-S-e W-e— 

Methodist. Come, my brother, did you ever know a 
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Campbellite preacher to baptize a person in a private 
residence, standing on his feet, as Saul was baptized. 

Campbellite. To be honest I must answer: No, sir. 

Methodist. Now we have noticed sixteen points con- 
nected with Saul’s baptism which you do not claim are 
connected with Campbellite baptism, but you claim 
that immersion must be connected with all Campbell-. 
ite baptisms; and this you utterly fail to find connect- 
ed with Saul’s baptism. Now does it not seem strange 
indeed that the points we have noticed, which the Bi- 
ble plainly states were connected with the baptism 
we have noticed, are points which you do not claim 
as essential to a scriptural baptism now, and that the 
immersion you do claim is not once named in connec- 
tion with baptism or any thing else, and yet you go by 
the Bible alone, and are the only people who do go by it. 

Campbellite. I have always thought it would be hard 
to prove that Saul was immersed; it cannot be done 
if we just take the case as it reads, but there may be 
some things connected with his baptism that are not 
recorded. 

Methodist. Possibly so; and if so, it would be a mere 
guess as to what those things were, and my guess 
would be worth as much as yours, and neither of our 
guesses would be worth a bean. It is safe to say that 
every thing connected with Saul’s baptism that is of 
any importance is recorded. 

~Campbellite. W-e-1-1, yes; I suppose so. 

“Methodist. It is certain that none of the circum- 
stances recorded are favorable to immersion in Saul’s 
ease, but all the circumstances are favorable to pour- 
ag Pe = : 

Campbellite. W-e-1-1, I think we have said enough 


196 Tue SPRINKLER, 


about Saul’s case, and if it suits you we will notice the 
baptism of Cornelius and his friends. I think they 
were immersed. 

Methodist. You think so, but the word does not say 
so. Now I will state that there is not a case of bap- 
tism recorded in the Bible where it would have been 
inconvenient to administer it by pouring the water, 
and in every case the water could have been poured 
without adding to, or taking from, any of the facts re- 
corded in connection with the baptisms mentioned in 
the Bible, whereas, in a large majority of the bap- 
tisms recorded, to get immersion, many things must 
be taken for granted which are not recorded in the 
Bible. 

Campbellite. Yes, I suppose you are right about 
that, but I think immersion was. certainly the Bible 
mode, 

Methodist. You think, but we will now notice the 
baptism at the house of Cornelius in order, and (1) 
Cornelius was a man who “feared God,” “ gave much 
alms,” “and prayed to God always.” (Acts x. 2.) All 
this before he was baptized. Do you teach that God 
will answer the prayer of one who has not been bap- 
tized? 

Campbellite. W-e-l-1, we are a little more cautious 
as to what we say about sinners praying than we used 
to be. 

Methodist. (2) In answer to his prayer, “he saw in 
a vision evidently, about the ninth hour of the day, an 
angel of God coming in to him, and saying unto him, 
Cornelius.” (Verse 3.) You don’t teach sinners to 
pray, and expect visions before bona T believe. 

Campbellite. No, sir. 
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Methodist. (3) The angel said unto him: “Thy 
prayers and thine alms are come up for a memorial 
before God.” ( Verse 4.) I believe you teach that an un- 
immersed sinner’s prayers are not answered, do you not? 

Campbellite. W-e-1-l], we are not quite so hard on 
that point as we used to be, but we never tell sinners 
to pray. 

Methodist. (4) Again the angel said: “And now 
send men to Joppa, and call for one Simon, whose 
surname is Peter. . .. He shall tell thee what thou 
oughtest todo.” (Verses 5,6.) What about all this? 

Campbellite. That was a miracle. 

Methodist. (5) Peter saw a vision. which taught him 
that he must not call those for whom Jesus died, com- 
mon. (Verses 9-18.) Your preachers never see vis- 
ions, I believe. 

Campbellite. No; that was in the days of miracles. 

Methodist. (6) When the three men sent by Corne- 
lius camé to the place where Peter was, “the Spirit 
said unto him, Behold, three men seek thee. Arise 
therefore, . . ,. and go with them, doubting nothing: 
for I have sent them.” (Verses 19, 20.) The Spirit 
never speaks to Campbellite preachers, telling them 
to go and preach, I believe. 

Campbellite. No; that was another miracle. 

Methodist. (7) When Peter reached the house of 
Cornelius, Cornelius said: “ Four days ago I was fast- 
ing until this hour; and at the ninth hour J prayed in 
my house.” (Verse 30.) What do you think of an 
unbaptized «alien (as you call unimmersed people) 
holding family prayers? 

Campbellite. W-e-1-], we never advise aliens to hold 
family prayers. 


198 THE SPRINKLER. 


Methodist. (8) When the angel of God (verse 3) 
came in to Cornelius, he said: “ Cornelius, thy prayer 
is heard.” (Verse 31.) Now do you not teach that 
all men are aliens until they are immersed, and that 
God will not hear the prayers of an alien? 

Campbellite. W-e-1-1, we have softened a little in re- 
gard to the prayer of an alien, as I.told you before. 
But you must remember that the angel said to Cor- 
nelius, send for Peter, and “he shall tell thee what thou 
oughtest todo.” (Verse 6.) Now that is our doctrine: » 
we believe in doing religion. 

Methodist. But what about pardon and regeneration? 
Can a sinner do pardon of his past sins? can he do re- 
yeneration? can he do the new birth born of the Spirit? 

Campbellite. Why pardon takes place in the mind 
of God. 

Methodist. But does the sinner do this pardon? 

Campbellite. W-e-1-1, of course not, but he does what 
God commands, and then God pardons his sins. 

Methodist. But where does the new birth take place? 
Is that something done in the sinner’s heart, or in 
God’s? Isitsomething a sinner can do? or is it some- 
thing God does in the sinner? 

Campbellite. Ah, now you want to get off on some 
great miraculous something that nobody understands, 
and you Methodists are always talking about. 

Methodist. But you say the sinner does what God 
commands, and then God pardons him. Now will 
you abide by what Peter gave at the house of Cor- 
nelius as the condition of pardon? 

Campbellite. W-e-1-1 of. course, I think a sinner 
must believe, repent, confess, and be immersed before he 
ean be pardoned. 


THE SPRINKLER. 199 


Methodist. (9) We will hear Peter. Now let us re- 
member that Peter said not one word about being im- 
mersed, in his sermon in the house of Cornelius, so far 
as the record shows; so all that you claim for im- 
mersion here must be claimed on supposition, just as 
you claim it in all other cases in the Bible. But as 
to the terms of “remission of sins” given by Peter at 
the house of Cornelius, we are not left to guess or 
suppose. Hear him: “To him [Jesus] give all the 
prophets witness, that through his name whosoever 
believeth in him shall receive remission of sins.” 
(Verse 43.) Now there is the only condition of par- 
don given by Peter on this occasion. Do you give 
sinners the same condition ? 

Campbellite. W-e-1-1, we always have immersion as 
one of the conditions of pardon. 

Methodist. (10) Then you will not take just what 
Peter says, without adding something he did not say 
—immersion. But before Peter gave any command 
about baptism “the Holy Ghost fell on all them which 
heard the word.” (Verse 44.) Do you teach sinners 
to expect the Holy Ghost to fall upon them through 
faith in Jesus before they have been 1minersed? 

Campbellite. No, sir; I do not believe that the Holy 
Ghost falling upon sinners is essential to pardon; I 

think that ceased with the apostolic age. 
Methodist. Then you teach that the falling of the 
Holy Ghost upon the people at the house of Cor- 
nelius was not essential to the forgiveness of their sins, 
though the record plainly states that he did fall on 
all that heard the word. But you do teach that im- 
mersion is essential to pardon, though the record says 
not one word about immersion—that is, you teach that 
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the Bible states some things that took place at the 
house of Cornelius which are not essential to pardon, 
while it fails to state some things which are essential to 
pardon, and you are the only people in the world who go 
EXACTLY BY THE BIBLE! Well, well! 

' Campbellite. But you are off the subject. We are 
discussing the mode of baptism; stick to the subject. 

Methodist. Very well. Now show me your proof 
for immersion in this case. 

Campbellite. Why “ Czsarea, the home of Cornelius, 
was situated on the sea,” and of course Cornelius 
and his friends were immersed. 

Methodist. (11) A fine argument (?). It proves 
immersion in this case about as clearly as the doctor 
proved that his patient had eaten a horse. He said 
there could be no doubt as to his having eaten a horse, 
for the bridle and saddle were under his bed! But what 
saith the Scriptures? Peter says: “Can any man for- 
bid water, that these should not be baptized, which 
have received the Holy Ghost as well as we?” (Verse 
47.) Do you take this for a command to go to the sea 
for immersion, or does the language convey the idea 
that the wuter was to be brought to the subjects? “Wao 
CAN FORBID WATER?” 

Campbellite. W-e-l-1, I—if you please we will leave 
the case of Cornelius and his friends. 

Methodist. You will admit, then, that if we stick 
strictly to the word of God, we will not find immer- 
sion at the house of Cornelius. You only suppose im. 
mersion. 

Campbellite. Of course I think they were immersed 
as they were so near the sea, but I must admit tha 
the language does not justify my conclusion. Let ua 
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now look at the baptism of Lydia and her household. 
Now I am sure they were immersed, for St. Paul and 
his companions left the city of Philippi, and “ went 
out by a river side.” (Acts xvi. 13.) Now why did 
they ‘go out by a river side,’ unless it was to immerse? 

Methodist. Let us read more of that same verse, and 
see if it will not tell us just why they went out there. 
“And on the Sabbath we went out of the city by a 
river side, where prayer was wont to be made.” (Verse 
18.) Here we see the reason why they went out there 
—it was the place where they were accustomed to pray. 
This is the reason given as to why they went there, 
but you say they went there so they could immerse. 
Well, as usual, the Bible gives one reason for their 
going out there, and you give another. Now, if their 
object was to zmmerse, would it not have been just as 
easy, and much more correct, to have said: “they went 
out by a river side where immersion was wont to be 
performed?” Honestly, now? 

Campbellite. W-e-1-], it may seem’ so to you. 

Methodist. Yes, it does seem very so to me; the fact 
is, it seems to me that if zimmersion is the Bible mode 
of baptism, it was a great oversight in the writers of 
the New Testament to fail to say so anywhere, while 
sprinkle, pour, shed forth, come upon, fell upon, are all 
mentioned in connection with baptism. Just a ques- 
tion here: If Isaiah had said right in close connection 
with the eunuch’s baptism, “So shall he IMMERSE many 
nations,” don’t you think you Campbellites would 
have thought one very stupid indeed who would have 
denied that the eunuch was immersed ? 

Campbellite. I suppose we would, for we are inclined 
to think so of those who deny that he was immersed, 
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though Isaiah did say right in connection with where 
the eunuch was reading just before his baptism, “So 
shall he sprinkle many nations.” (Isa. lii. 15.) 

Methodist. Well, if God said in a propheey which 
was fulfilled on the day of Pentecost, “Then will I 
immerse you in clean water,” you would have no 
patience with one who would say the three thousand 
at Pentecost were not immersed, would you? 

Campbellite. No, sir; for we have but little patience 
with such people any way, though God did say in a 
prophecy which seems to have been fulfilled at Pente- 
cost, “Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you.” 
(Hizek. xxxvi. 25.) 

Methodist. We have been just a little off from Lyd- 
ia’s baptism. Now it turns out that the only evidence 
you have that Lydia and her household were im- 
mersed is based upon the fact that they “went out by 
a river side, where prayer was wont to be made.” That 
is in keeping with what I have often said: ‘ If immer- 
sion is-proved at all it must be proved by circwm- 
stances, and not by Scripture.” As for me, I would 
be very slow to tell the world that immersion is the Bi- 
ble mode of baptism, when I had to prove it by cir- 
cumstances, the Bible failing to furnish the proof; and 
more especially if I believed as you do, that the sal- 
vation of the world depended on immersion. If the sal- 
vation of the world depends on immersion, as you 
Campbellites teach, what a great pity the writers of 
the New Testament did not give us some positive proot 
that immersion is the Bible mode of baptism, and not 
leave us to guess at it. Does it not look so to you? 

Campbellite. W-el-1, let us leave the baptism of 
Lydia, and take up the baptism of the Corinthians, 


Tur SPRINKLEB. 203 


as recorded in Acts xviii. 8. Now “Corinth was. sit- 
uated on the sea, and was famous for her two harbors,’ 
and of course the Corinthians were immersed. 

- Methodist. I think you have made about as good an 
argument in favor of the immersion of the Corinthi- 
ans as you could make, and like all of your arguments 
in favor of immersion, it is based upon supposition, 
and not on Scripture. Now let me give you just 
what the Bible says about the baptism of the Corinth- 
ians. “And Crispus, the chief ruler of the syna- 
gogue, believed on the Lord with all his house; and 
-many of the Corinthians hearing believed, and were 
baptized.” (Acts xviii. 8.) Now don’t you see that the 
Bible is silent as death in regard to immersion here, 
just as it is in every case of baptism recorded in the 
Bible? 

Campbellite. Of course I must admit that the Bible 
is silent. on the subject, But Corinth, as I said, was 
situated on the sea, and it does seem that that is fa- 
vorable to immersion. But as we can’t agree about 
this case, suppose we take the case of the twelve dis- 
ciples whose baptism is recorded in Acts xix. I 
reckon you will not deny that they were immersed. 

Methodist. We will read all that is said about it, 
and see if we can find immersion. ‘“ When they 
heard this, they were baptized in the name of the 
Lord Jesus.” (Verse 5.) What are your circum- 
stances to prove immersion here? 

Campbellite. Well, Paul “passed through the upper 
coasts,” and came to Ephesus. (Verse 1.) So you see 
there must have been water there, or there could not 
have been coasts. Certainly this favors immersion. 
Now why did Paul pass through the wpper coasts if it 
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was not to have water convenient Hy immerse any 
whom he might meet? 

Methodist. Yes, the exact reading is: “ Paul having 
passed through the upper coasts came to Ephesus: and 
finding certain disciples,” ete. (Verse 1.) So Paul 
found these disciples at Ephesus, and not on the coast 
as he was going to Ephesus; but that is about the 
best you can do toward proving immersion in this 
case. But Paul “laid his hands upon them,” and 
“the Holy Ghost came on them; and they spake with 
tongues, and prophesied.” (Verse 6.) Now you 
think immersion is absolutely essential to pardon, but 
what about the facts stated in this sixth verse? 

Campbellite. O that was a miracle, of course; but 
we can get at the mode of baptism, it seems, in a way 
that ought to be satisfactory to ull people. Now if we 
go to the Greek lexicons, what will we find as the 
definition of the word which is called baptism in King 
James’s version? 

Methodist. I think we can find the definition of that 
word in the Bible, and if we can, you would prefer 
that, would you not? 

Campbellite. Certainly, but can you find it in the 
Bible? 

Methodist. Jesus says: “ But ye shall receive power, 
after that the Holy Ghost is come wpon you.” (Acts 
i. 8.) Here Jesus defines the word “Come upon.” 
Joel, Peter, and God, define it thus: “In the last days, 
saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh.” 
(Acts ii.17.) “Pour out” is God’s, Joel’s, and Peter’s 
definition of baptize. Luke defines it thus: “The 
Holy Ghost fell on all them which heard the word.” 
- (Acts x. 44.) “Fell on.” “He hath shed forth this 
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which ye now see and hear.” Spoken of in the fut- 
ure, he was to be “ poured out,” “ come upon.” Spoken 
of in the past, he was “shed forth,” “fell upon.” 
Now here is the Divine definition of baptize; and why 
reject it, and get up a long list of circumstances to try 
to prove that God, Christ, Joel, Peter, and Luke, all 
gave the wrong definition? Does this Divine defini- 
tion of baptize suit you? 
Campbellite. O that was given in reference to Holy 
Ghost baptism; we are talking about “ water baptisin.” 
Methodist. Then the word baptize, when referring to 
Holy Ghost baptism, means pour out, and when refer- 
ring to water baptism it means tinmerse, does it? 
Campbellite. W-e-1-1, V1] study that point some. I 
am not so well satisfied about that, but there are a 
few other cases of baptism mentioned in the Bible, 
- which, I suppose, it would not do us much good to 
notice now, for I am getting tired of this matter. 
Methodist. 1 suppose you are. I noticed how you 
skipped the baptism of the jailer and his house; | 
suppose that is like Saul’s baptism for you—rather 
hard to manage; but let us notice it a little. The cir- 
cumstances connected with the jailer’s baptism are 
as follows: 1. A damsel possessed with a spirit of 
divination brought her masters much. gain. 2. She 
eried after Paul and his companions. 3. Paul cast 
the evil spirit out of her in the name of Jesus Christ. 
4. This offended her masters because their hope of 
gains was gone. 5. Her masters caught Paul and 
Silas and brought them before the rulers. 6. The 
multitude rose up against them, and the magistrates 
commanded to beat them. 7. When they had laid 
many stripes on them, they cast them into prison, 
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charging the jailer to keep them safely. 8. The 
jailer thrust them into the inner prison. 9. At mid- 
night Paul and Silas prayed and sung praises unto 
God. 10. A great earthquake came shaking the foun- 
dation of the prison. 11. Immediately the prison 
doors were opened, and every one’s bonds were loosed. 
12. The keeper of the prison was aroused from his 
sleep, and seeing the prison doors opened, supposed 
the prisoners had fled, took a sword, and was about to 
kill himself. 13. Paul said to him: “ Do thyself no 
harm: for we are all here.” 14. The jailer came 
trembling, and fell down before Paul and Silas. 15. 
He brought them out of the inner prison. 16. He 
said: “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” 17. And 
they said: “ Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
thou shalt be saved, and thy house.” (I never heard 
a Campbellite answer that question that way.) 18. — 
“And they spake unto him the word of the Lord, and 
to all that were in his house.” 19. “And he took 
them the same hour of the night, and washed their 
stripes; and was baptized, he and all his, straight- 
way.” 20. After the baptism he brought them into 
his house. (Acts xvi. 16-34.) Now remember, the 
apostles were put into the prison by the author- 
ity of the magistrates; then they were thrust into 
the inner prison by the jailer. So here are two ins, and 
only one out. The jailer brought them out of the inner 
prison where he had put them, into the outer prison 
where the authorities had put them, and there the 
baptism took place. “Now where is your immersion? 

Campbellite. Well, you have ridiculed me so much 
about supposing, I believe I will just let that case 
stand as the Bible gives it. But I would like to talk 
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with you about the burial in baptism mentioned in 
Romans vi. 4 and Colossians ii. 12; but I remember 
‘that you considered those passages at some length in 
the “ Pump.” 

Methodist. I wish to make only one remark in con- 
nection with what I said in regard to the two texts 
you referred to, and that is, you Campbellites bury 
the wrong man when you immerse men; we bury dead 
folks, not live ones. Now if you will notice the sixth 
chapter of Romans, you will find: (1) A crucifixion. 
“Knowing this, that 0oUR OLD MAN IS CRUCIFIED with 
him.” (Verse6.) (2) Adeath.' “Therefore we are 
buried with him by baptism into death.” (Verse 4.) 
The idea is: in Holy Ghost baptism the old man of sin 
18 CRUCIFIED, DEAD, and BURIED, but you Campbell- 
ites bury a live man in your immersion. 

‘Campbellite. We will dismiss this case if you please; 
but I want to ask you one question: If immersion is 
not the Bible mode of baptism, why is it stated so 
many times in the New Testament that they went to 
water to be baptized? 

Methodist. I know that is the way you Campbellites 
talk about it, but you may be surprised when I tell 
you that the New Testament does not say one word 
about the multitude going to water to be baptized. 

‘Let us read Matthew iii. 5: “Then went out to him 
[ John ] Jerusalem, and all Judea, and all the region 
round about Jordan.” (Marki.5.) “And there went 
_ unto him [John] all the land of Judea.” The people 
went unto John. If he baptized in Jordan, they went to 
him; if he baptized beyond Jordan (John x. 40), the 
people went to him; if he baptized in the wilderness, 
the people went to him; if in Enon or im Bethabara, 
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the people went to him. So all that has been said 
about going to water for immersion amounts to nothing. 

Campbellite. W-e-1-1, 1 had not noticed that. And . 
the fact is, I begin to see that there is some good 
scriptural argument in favor of sprinkling and pouring, 
as the Bible mode of baptism. But there is one other 
case of baptism mentioned in the Bible, and it seems 
to me that it favors immersion: that is, the baptism 
of the Israelites as they crossed the Red Sea. The 
water was a wall on each side, and. the cloud was over 
them, so that formed a complete immersion. 

Methodist. By reference to Exodus xiv. 22 we find 
that the children of Israel “went into the midst of 
the sea upon the dry ground.” In Nehemiah ix. 11 
we learn that they “went through the midst of the sea 
on the dry land.” Is there any intimation that the Is- 
raelites were off their fect at any time while crossing 
the Red Sea? 

Campbellite. No, sir. 

Methodist. Is it not plainly stated that they passed 
over on dry ground ? 

Campbellite. Yes, sir. 

Methodist. Can you show me how the Israelites 
could be baptized on dry ground, on their Feet, as the 
Campbellites ammerse now. 

Campbellite. W-e-l-l, I suppose not. ; 

Methodist. Now St. Paul tells us in first Corinth- 
ians x. 2 that the Israelites were all baptized, and Da- 
vid tells us in Psalm Ixxvii. 17 just how it was done: 
“ The clouds poured out water.” To my mind this set- 
tles the matter. The mode of baptism was pouring. 
Now if you will agree to baptize me on dry ground, 
on my feet, and make it agree with Campbellite im- 
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mersion; or if you will agree to baptize me 7m @ prv- 
vate house on my feet, as Saul was baptized, and make 
it agree with Campbellite immersion, I will allow 
you. to baptize me just to learn how it can be done. 
What say you? 

Campbellite. W-e-l-1, I believe I will not undertake 
it. The fact is, you made one remark since we have 
been talking on this subject which I have considered 
well, and it 3s strictly true. 

Methodist. To what remark do you refer? 

Campbellite. You said: “There is no case of baptism 
recorded in the Bible where you would have to go 
outside of the record, or suppose any thing that is 
not plainly stated in the Bible, in order to make it 
convenient to pour or sprinkle the water on the sub- 
ject; but in a large majority of the baptisms recorded 
you must go beyond what is written, and swppose some- 
thing which the Bible does not say, in order to make 
immersion even convenient, much less prove that im- 
mersion is the only Bible mode of baptism.” JI must . 
say in all candor, that statement is true, and the 
more I think of it the more I am inclined to the 
opinion that we have been mistaken in stating so often 
that you Methodists had no Bible authority for 
sprinkling and pouring. Really I am surprised how 
much we must swppose in order to make every case of 
baptism mentioned in the Bible a case of immersion. 

Methodist. Then inasmuch as we have “sprinkle,” 

“nour out,” “shed forth,” “fell upon,” “come upon,” all 

connected with baptism in the Bible; and inasmuch 

as immersion, dip, plunge, or any thing of the kind, is 

not once named in the Bible in connection with bap- 

tism; and inasmuch as sprinkling or pouring would 
14 
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have been exactly convenient and easy in every case of 
baptism mentioned in the Bible without “adding to” 
or “taking from” the record one word, syllable, or let- 
ter; and inasmuch as in many cases of baptism re- 
corded in the Bible immersion would have been al- 
together inconvenient, and in such cases as the baptism 
of Saul, and the jailer and all his, immersion would 
have been impossible if you take the record just as it 
stands—now in view of all these facts, don’t you 
think we Methodists are safe in sprinkling or pouring 
water in baptism, seeing that we neither have to add 
to or take from the written word of God to get author- 
ity for so doing? 

Campbellite. I must confess, sir, that I am a little 
at sea on the mode of baptism just now, and will con- 
sider this matter more closely than I have done be- 
fore. 

Methodist. Well, don’t you think it rather presump- 
tuous for you Campbellites to assewme that immersion is 
the Bible mode of baptism, and then assume that 
there is no pardon of past sins without 7mmersion, 
and then asswme that all Methodists and all others 
who have not been immersed will be eternally lost? 

Campbellite. W-e-1-1, we are softening a little on that 
point now. You have noticed in the Gospel Advo- 
cate, I suppose, that we do not pretend to say what 
God may do in his wncovenanted mercy. He may save 
some who have not been immersed, but they have no 
promise of salvation short of immersion, 

Methodist.. Yes, I have noticed that kind of talk in 
the Gospel Advocate, but do not remember to have 
seen any thing in the Bible about the uncovenanted 
mercy of God. What does the Bible say about that? 
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Campbellite. 1-I—w-e-l-l—I don’t remember that it 
says any thing, but we— 

Methodist. Hold a moment; you Campbellites have 
more to say about things the Bible does not say than 
any people I ever saw who claim to go just exactly by 
the Bible in every thing. How far you do miss it in 
many things, and immersion is one of those things! 

Campbellite. I have been thinking of the points you 
made since we began to talk. 1. You showed that 
there are eleven points of difference between Campbell- 
ite immersion and Christ’s baptism. 2. That John 
sprinkled the water on Jesus. 3. That none of the 
things we Campbellites demand of a sinner before 
baptism were demanded of Jesus before his baptism. 
4, That there are eleven points of difference between 
Campbellite immersion and the baptism of the three 
thousand at Pentecost. 5. The baptism of the three 
thousand at Pentecost was the fulfillment of a proph- . 
ecy which said: “Then will I sprinkle clean water upon 
you.” (Ezek. xxxvi. 25.) 6. That there are eight 
points of difference between the things connected — 
with the baptism of the Samaritans and Campbell- 
ite immersion. 7. That immersion, the thing for 
which we so earnestly contend, is not once named in 
the Bible. 8. That many things which the Bible 
states occurred in connection with New Testament 
baptism are rejected by us. 9. That there are six 
points connected with the eunuch’s baptism which 
are not connected with Campbellite immersion. 10. 
That there are sixteen points connected with Saul’s 
baptism which are not connected with Campbellite 
immersion. 11. That nothing connected with the 
baptism of Cornelius and his friends indicates immer- 
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sion. 12. That if Lydia and her household were im- 
mersed, the Bible fails to say so. 13. That the Co- 
rinthians were not immersed so far as the record 
shows. 14. That there is not the slightest intima- 
tion that the twelve whom Paul baptized were im- 
mersed. 15. That the Bible definition of baptize is 
“pour out,” etc. 16. That it would take a long 
stretch of supposition to get immersion in the jailer’s 
case. 17. That the Israelites were not immersed in 
crossing the Red Sea, but the cloud poured out water. 
18. And that if immersion is proved to be the Bible 
mode of baptism, it must be proved by supposition, 
as the Bible is silent as death about immersion. 

Methodist. On2 other question: If immersion is es- 
sential to salvation, and dmmersion is proved to be the 
Bible mode of baptism by supposition, then does it not 
follow that man’s salvation is based on @ supposi- 
tion? 

Campbellite. It does seem so; and I am resolved to 
_ stop my part of this constant howling about immersion, 
immersion; which has been sounding on the hills and 
in the vales, and along the shores of all the streams 
in this land, ever since the days of Alexander Camp- 
bell. 

Methodist. Good, my brother. Let your motto be 
“More of the Holy Spirit, and less of the water.” 

Campbellite. I will do so by the help of God. Iam 
glad we met, and had this friendly conversation, and 
with best wishes for your spiritual welfare I bid you 
farewell. 
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